	[image: image1.png]



	PYRO TECH

The Pyrotechnics Press (“Pyro Tech”) Limited

Registered in England No. 3387286 VAT registration No. 700 0648 86

Tel; 44 (0) 1406 540370 Fax; 44 (0) 1406 540770 Mobile 07957 423341 / 2

Email; Sales@PyroTech.co.uk Website; http://Pyrotech.co.uk
	[image: image2.png]




	Office address
P.O. Box 15

Holbeach St.John

Spalding

Lincs

PE12 8RL
	
	Works address

Poplar Farm

Jekils Bank

Holbeach St.John

Spalding

Lincs

PE12 8RG


METHOD STATEMENT

PROFESSIONAL DISPLAYS

Pyro Tech takes all reasonable steps in complying with the Health & Safety at Work Act 1974 and all other legislation made under the Act to ensure the health, safety and welfare of its employees, spectators, property and the general public.

Pyro Tech has set out a clear procedure that is followed when planning and setting up a display to minimise the risk of injury and damage, this procedure is as follows:

1. All potential display sites are visited by a member of the display team, at which time a risk assessment is carried out, and the following checks are made:

2. To ensure that the site as indicated by the client, is suitable to fire the type and size of display required.

3. To ensure that a safe distance between the ‘firing area’ and the spectator area can be maintained. The minimum distance required for Ariel fireworks and outdoor pyrotechnic devices is thirty metres. Indoor and Stage pyrotechnics may be used in close proximity to the spectators, providing the minimum distance as specified by the manufacturer is multiplied by a factor of 1.5 to comply with Pyro Tech’s safety rules.

4. To ensure a ‘drop zone’ can be established to the back and sides of the firing site, this zone must be free from vehicles, buildings and the general public.

5. To ensure that the ‘firing site’ is clear of overhead obstructions e.g. power cables, trees etc., as well as for other potential hazards such as fuel storage tanks.

6. To ascertain the proximity of hospitals, nursing homes etc.

7. To ensure the adequate provision of fire fighting equipment.

8. To liaise and arrange with the Client/Organiser with regard to the provision of crowd barriers and stewarding of the display.

GENERAL SAFETY RULES

1. Once the display is set up it is never left unattended.

2. Smoking in the ‘firing area’ is strictly prohibited.

3. Only authorised personnel are allowed access to the ‘firing area’.

4. Crowd spillage into any designated safety area during the display will result in the display being stopped.

5. If the pyrotechnist in charge of the display is not completely satisfied with any safety issue in respect of the event e.g. crowd control, safety zones or adverse weather conditions, he or she has the complete backing of the company to take one or both of the following actions:

a. Withhold any fireworks, which due to the safety concerns may put persons or property at risk.

b. Stop, or refuse to fire the display, until such time as the safety issues have been resolved. In the event that a safety issue cannot be reasonable resolved to the senior pyrotechnists satisfaction, the display will be cancelled and cleared away.

6. The Client/Organiser is advised that the crowd should be adequately controlled at the event and tape and/or barriers should physically mark the crowd line stipulated by Pyro Tech.

7. The Client/Organiser is advised that the following organisations should be notified of the display:

a. The local Fire Brigade

b. The local Police

c. Coast Guard (where the display is visible to shipping)

d. Local aerodromes (where the site is within 3 miles)

e. Air Traffic Control (if the site is within 7 miles of an Airport)

f. Local Harbour Authority (if applicable)

g. The local Council

h. Neighbouring landowners, especially livestock owners.

i. Nearby Hospitals, Nursing homes etc (if noise may cause concern)

CoSHH REGULATIONS

A risk assessment under the Control of Substances Hazardous to Health Regulations (CoSHH) 1988 concluded that the only risk to health for operators, spectators and the general public was the possibility of burns, no other types of hazard were identified.

The risk of burns is controlled by the procedure adopted in the setting up and firing of displays (see General Safety Rules)

Manual Handling Operations Regulations 1992

A risk assessment for each display if adhered strictly to the regulations is necessary as each venue is unique and different regarding the potential risks presented, however, to carry out an assessment at each display is impractical and therefore a generic assessment was carried out. The result being a policy that is followed by all display personnel to minimise the main risks identified.

1. Vehicular access is an important consideration.

2. The vehicle to be loaded or unloaded is to park as near to the set up area as possible to minimise the carry distance.

3. Mechanical aids e.g. carts are to be used wherever possible, however it is not always feasible to use such aids due to adverse access or terrain.

4. Where heavy or unwieldy loads have to be moved, two or more personnel must move them.

5. At the discretion of the pyrotechnist in charge, any operation that is considered unsafe may be stopped until an alternative can be arranged.

6. All company personnel are trained in good manual handling techniques.

Electricity at Work Regulations 1989

1. The majority of the electrical equipment used on site is battery operated; only 110v mains power tools are used.

2. All cables, plugs and extensions are visually inspected each time they are used, if faults are found they are either repaired by qualified personnel, or not used until such time as they can be repaired.

3. Competent personnel test all electrical equipment and accessories annually. A record of all tests is maintained and kept at our main office.

It is the opinion of the company that all reasonable foreseeable hazards associated with the setting up and firing of professional displays have been addressed and adequately controlled, and in doing so have taken all reasonable practicable steps to ensure the health, safety and welfare of its own personnel, spectators, the general public and property.


